CHAPTER II
THE HORSE
BELONGING to the genus mammalia, the horse is the type of the solidungulatel family, and is distinguished essentially by the existence of a single digit encased in a single undivided hoof for each foot. The metacarpal or metatarsal bone of this digit is very long and forms what is known as the u cannon-bone/1 and is accompanied on the sides by two smaller bones known as the" splint-bones," which represent the rudiments of the second and fourth metacarpals or metatarsals, Each jaw has six incisors, which in young horses have a pit in the apex, There are on either side, in the upper and lower jaws, six molars, the square heads of which are well marked, this characteristic pattern being produced by the curved folded plate of the enamel of the teeth. The males have, moreover, two small canines in the upper jaw and sometimes in the lower, but these are mostly absent in the females, Between these canines and the first molars is an empty space, in which is
1 Solidungulate-a quadruped, with a single hoof striking flat on the ground, which has no collar-bones.
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